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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.°—Sr. JoHN vu: 16, 17. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF. 


Tue following discourse on the “Power of Evil” was delivered by President 
Wilford Woodruff at the General Conference of the Church in the Taber- 
nacle, Salt Lake City, April 7, 1895. 

I ask and desire this morning the faith and prayers of the Latter-day 
Saints in my behalf while I stand before you. This is not merely an idle 
ceremony, for if I possessed all the oratory and learning of the ancient 
Greeks and Romans it would not give me power to edify one immortal 
spirit in the children of men or to point any immortal soul to the way of 
salvation. I am entirely dependent upon the Lord. I always have been 
during wy life, and in my travels and pilgrimage, preaching the Gospel 
of Christ to my fellow men. I[t does not make any difference what age a 
man is in the preaching of the Gospel, whether he be twenty-five, ninety 
or five hundred years of age, if he is only inspired by the Spirit and power 
of God. Many of the ancients lived toa very great age. Father Adam 
up to the last speech he ever made to his children, according to the 
revelations of God, was filled with the Holy Ghost, and he was nearly a 
thousand years of age. 

I have some things upon my mind I would like to present to the Latter- 
day Saints if I can get the spirit of them. I think it would be profitable 
to us to spend a little time in reflecting and meditating upon the powers 
that be—the powers that exist to-day on the earth and have existed from 
eternity unto eternity—good and evil, light and darkness, Christ and 
Belial, or Lucifer, the son of the morning. When we look over the history 
of the world we can see from the creation of Father Adam down to our 
day the operation of these two powers. And these powers will exist until 
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the end of time, and from that time henceforth, until there is a change in 
the destiny of the spiritsof men. It seems that from the time of the great 
rebellion in heaven, when one-third of the hosts of heaven were cast down 
for their rebellion against the great Eloheim and Jehovah, the Creator of 
heaven and earth, there has been a warfare against God, against Christ, 
against His Church, against His Priesthood, and against everything that 
would tend to salvation and eternal life. And in looking over the history 
of the world, from the revelations of God to us, we can see in the peopling 
of the earth and in the building up of cities by the inhabitants of the 
earth, the powers of evil, of darkness, and of sin have had great control 
over the children of men. Men were led to sin and to do evil until those 
ancient cities, like modern ones, were filled with iniquity. The Lord 
raised up prophets and inspired men in al] those dispensations, when 
cities and nations became ripened into iniquity, to give them command- 
ments, to warn them of the judgments of God, and to tell them what to 
do to escape those judgments. And when these cities and nations were 
fully ripened in iniquity and would not repent, all that those prophets 
proclaimed unto them came to pass. You may take all the ancient cities 
—Thebes, Nineveh, Tyre, Sidon, Babylon, Jerusalem, and others—and they 
had prophets raised up among them. They were warned of God, and 
were told what awaited them unless they repented of their sins, and all 
came to pass as the prophets spake unto them. My mind rests upon 
Jeremiah. The Lord called him in his day to go and warn King Zedekiah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the prophet told them what would 
come to pass. The king and the inhabitants were wroth against him and 
they persecuted him, and he had so many trials to go through that a man 
in reading of them would not be surprised if Jeremiah felt like saying, 
“You may all go to destruction for what I care; I’m not going to stay 
with you.” But the Lord had said unto Jeremiah, “Before I formed thee 
in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb 
I sanctified thee, and | ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.” All 
that Jeremiah said to the inhabitants of Jerusalem came to pass, and the 
history of Jerusalem is terrible. The whole house of Israel had warning; 
prophets were raised up among them, and they prophesied unto them. 
All the judgments that visited them were foretold. 

I speak of these things because they are on my mind, and we are in a 
somewhat similar condition ourselves. Take the days of Christ. As soon 
as Christ was born how quickly Herod sought His life! Joseph had to 
take Mary and the young child into Egypt in order to save the child. 
The power of evil was after Him for His destruction. And did the Savior, 
when He was grown to manhood, escape that power? Was there anything 
about Him in this respect that differed from others of the human family? 
There was not. He was tempted, He was tried, and the enemy labored 
for His destruction through His whole life. His mission was a short one. 
It was only three and a half years from the time he entered into the 
Priesthood until He was crucified, and that, too, by this power. And the 
sorrow that has come upon the Jewish nation in consequence of this act 


of theirs, and the bill that they have had to pay, has been indeed great, 
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and all that the prophets said concerning that has come to pass to the 
very letter. Nearly nineteen hundred years have rolled around since the 
death of Christ, and that yoke has been upon the neck of the Jews from 
that day until this. They have been trampled under the foot of the 
Gentiles, in fulfilment of the words of the prophets of God, and because 
they shed the blood of the Savior, their Shiloh. And it has not yet come 
to an end with them. 

John, while upon the Isle of Patmos, clothed with the glory of God and 
wrapt in the visions of heaven, portrayed, prophesied, and wrote concern- 
ing the events that should take place down to the coming of the Son of 
Man. He told us concerning the restoration of the everlasting Gospel 
He says: 

And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the ever- 
lasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, 


Saying with a loud voice, Fear God and give glory to him; for the hour 
of his judgment is come. 


That has come to pass. The time has come when the Lord has set His 
hand to fulfil the flood of revelation contained in all the records of divine 
truth. The Lord raised up a man, ordained and prepared from the found- 
ation of the world, to stand in the last dispensation and fulness of times, 
to receive the Gospel and the Priesthood, to organize the Church of God, 
and to prepare the way for the coming of the Son of Man. We know that 
these two powers were manifested with the Prophet Joseph as they were 
in the days of the Savior. The very moment that he received these revel- 
ations from God and proclaimed them, it seemed as though all earth and 
hell were let loose for his destruction. It appeared as if the devil was 
afraid that he would live to carry out these prophecies. You know his 
history. Some of us have been associated with that Prophet. We have 
seen this spirit of the evil one manifested. The Prophet Joseph was never 
let alone by the powers that exist until he, like the Savior and others, 
sealed his testimony with his blood. But during the short time that he dwelt 
in the flesh he accomplished all that he was ordained todo. He not only 
organized the Church, but he brought forth this book of revelations that 
I hold in my hand—the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, which contains 
some of the most sublime revelations God ever revealed to man on the earth. 
The Lord also chose Twelve Apostles, High Priests, Elders, Priests, Teach- 
ers, and Deacons, and set in order the whole organization of the Church 
of God as it exists to-day. And what has been the consequence of this? 
I desire to bring the minds of the brethren to those days. Just as quick 
as the Twelve Apostles were appointed and the Church was set in order, 
the devil labored with all the power that he possessed to turn aside these 
men and inspire them to leave the Church of God. Because of this it 
seemed to be very hard work many times for men who had received the 
Priesthood and even the Apostleship to magnify that Priesthood and to 
stand in their calling until they could finish their work in the flesh. I 
have made a remark once or twice in my teachings with regard to the 
great apostasy in Kirtland. I passed through that scene, as did some 
others who are now with us, and I wish now to refer to it because it is 
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something we should lay to heart. Even Apostles took occasion to rise up 
and endeavored to dictate and direct the Prophet of God. Here, brethren 
and sisters, was a manifestation—and a very strange one, too—of the 
power that the devil had over the leading men whom God raised up to 
assist in laying the foundation of this Church and in bringing forth the 
Book of Mormon. Those who testified to the Book of Mormon were led 
away through not keeping the commandments of God and thinking that 
they themselves were great men. Some of them were learned men; some 
of them considered themselves very smart men, and they were so smart 
that they wanted to dictate and direct the Prophet of God. The con- 
sequence of all this was that they turned aside from the commandments 
of God. Some of them had been true and faithful in their labors in the 
ministry. I have heard Oliver Cowdery testify of the Book of Mormon 
by the power of God, when it seemed as if the very earth trembled under 
his feet. He was filled with the Holy Ghost and the power of God while 
he was faithful; and so were many of these men. But Oliver Cowdery 
yielded to the temptation of the evil one, and we may say he apostatized. 
So did Martin Harris, and several others connected with them. They left 
the Church, they turned against Joseph, and they said he was a fallen 
prophet, and they themselves wanted to direct the Church. I have 
remarked that there was a time when there were but two of the quorum of 
the Twelve Apostles then in the town of Kirtland who stood by Joseph 
Smith and upheld him as a Prophet, Seer, and Revelator. I was nota 
member of that quorum at that time; I was a Seventy. Several of these 
men called upon me in the time of this apostasy and asked me to join them 
against the Prophet; the Prophet was fallen, they said. Now, I had seen 
enough myself of the Prophet of God, and I had read enough of the 
revelations of God through him, to know that he was a Prophet of God 
and not a fallen prophet. I saw that these men were yielding to the devil, 
and I told them so. Said I: “You will all go to hell unless you repent. 
Joseph has been raised up by the power of God; he has organized this 
Church, he has been true and faithful to God and to the Church and 
kingdom of God here on the earth, and you will fall and go to perdition 
unless you repent of your sins and turn from the position you are in to- 
day.” A good many of them did fall. I will here name one instance. I 
saw one of these Apostles in the Kirtland Temple, while the Sacrament 
was being passed, stand in the aisle and curse the Prophet of God to his 
face while he was in the stand, and when the bread was passed he reached 
out his hand for a piece of bread and flung it into his mouth like a mad 
dog. He turned as black in the face almost as an African with rage and 
with the power of the devil. What did he do? He ate and drank dam- 
nation to himself. He did not go and hang himself, but he did go and 
drown himself, and the river went over his body while his spirit was cast 
into the pit, where he ceased to have the power to curse either God or His 
Prophet in time or in eternity. I may say that David Patten was not in 
Kirtland at this time; he was in Missouri. He never apostatized, but 
died a martyr. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 
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EGYPT IN THE TIME OF MOSES. 


WE are only beginning to understand the height of civilization to which 
Egypt and other ancient countries around the Mediterranean had attained 
even before the time of Moses. Maspero and Tomkins have illustrated 
the extent and accuracy of the geographical knowledge of the Egyptians 
of this period. The latter closes a paper on this subject with the follow- 
ing words: “The Egyptians, dwelling in their green, warm river-course, 
and on the water levels of their Fayoum and Delta, were yet a very enter- 
prising people, full of curiosity, literary, scientific in method, admirable 
delineators of nature, skilled surveyors, makers of maps, trained and 
methodical administrators of domestic and foreign affairs, kept alert by 
the movements of their great river, and by the necessities of commerce, 
which forced them to the Syrian forests for their building timber, and to 
Kush and Pun for their precious furniture-woods and ivory, to say nothing 
of incense, aromatics, cosmetics, asphalt, exotic plants, and pet and 
strange animals, with a hundred of other needful things.” The heads 
copied by Petrie, from Egyptian tombs, show that the physical features 
of all the people inhabiting the surrounding countries as well as their 
manners, industries, and arts, were well known to the Egyptians. The 
papers of Lockyer have shown that long before the Mosaic age, the dwell- 
ers by the Euphrates and the Nile had mapped out the heavens, ascer- 
tained the movements of the moon and planets, established the zodiacal 
signs, discriminated the poles of the ecliptic and the equator, ascertained 
the law of the eclipses and the precession of the equinoxes, and, in fact, had 
worked out al] the astronomical data which can be learned by observation, 
and had applied them to practical uses. Lockyer would even ask us to 
trace this knowledge as far back as 6,000 years B.C., or into the post-glacial 
or antediluvian period; but, however this may be, astronomy was a very 
old science in the time of Moses, and it is quite unnecessary to postulate a 
late date for the references to the heavens in Genesis or Job. In geodesy 
and allied arts also the Egyptians had long before this time attained to a 
perfection never since excelled, so that our best instruments can detect no 
errors in very old measurements and levellings. The arts gf architecture, 
metallurgy, and weaving had attained to the highest development; civil- 
ization and irrigation, with their consequent agriculture and cattle- 
breeding, were old and well-understood arts; and how much of science and 
practical sagacity is needed for regulating the distribution of Nile water, 
anyone may learn who will refer to the reports of Sir Collin Scott 
Moncrieff and his assistants. Sculpture and painting in the age of Moses 
had attained their acme, and were falling into conventional styles. Law 
and the acts of government had become fixed and settled. Theology and 
morals, and the doctrine of rewards and punishments had been“elaborated 
into complex systems. Ample material existed for history, not only in 
monuments and temple-inscriptions, but in detailed writings on papyrus. 
Egypt has left a wealth of records of,this kind, unsurpassed by any nation, 
and very much of these, belongs to the time before Moses; while, as, Birch 
has truly said, the Egyptian historical texts are, “in most , instances, 
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contemporaneous with the events they record, and written and executed 
under public control.” There was also abundance of poetical and imagin- 
ative literature, and treatises on medicine and other useful arts. At the 
Court of Pharaoh, correspondence was carried on with all parts of the 
civilized world, in many languages, and in various forms of writing, in- 
cluding that of Egypt itself, that of Chaldea, and probably also the alpha- 
betical writing afterward used by the Hebrews, Phcenicians, and Greeks, 
but which seems to have originated at a very early period among the 
‘Mineans, or Punites, of South Arabia. Educations were carried on in 
institutions of various grades, from ordinary schools to universities. In 
the latter, we are told, were professors or “mystery-teachers” of astron- 
omy, geography, mining, theology, history, and languages, as well as many 
of the higher technical arts.—JoHN WiLLIaM Dawson in the Expositor. 


VENUS. 


At present Venus shines with an extraordinary brillancy in the evening 
sky. It is not necessary to describe closer where to find the queen of the 
planets, for it would be impossible to mistake it for any of the other stars. 
Venus is free from any serious rivalry, even Jupiter, who can generally 
hold his own, is obliged to take a modest place in the background. 

Venus looks the best at a distance. While Jupiter, Saturn, and 
especially Mars, gain by closer acquaintance, Venus disappoints very much 
by being seen through the telescope. A dense atmosphere envelops the 
planet in an impenetrable cloud veil, which makes it impossible to examine 
closely the conditions existing on the surface of that globe. Not even 
the time of its rotation is known with certainty. It was once thought 
that the planet accomplished a revolution on its axis in 23 hours, 21 
minutes, and 32 seconds, but the celebrated astronomer Schiaparelli holds 
that it hasa “bound motion” that is, it takes Venus just the same time 
to make a rotation on its own axis as it does for it to go around the sun— 
a motion like the moon has around the earth. 

Although qur knowledge is so limited of the conditions which obtain on 
the surface of Venus, one phenomenon has been observed which can be 
called sensational, and an explanation of which has given the astronomers 
much difficulty. We allude to that mysterious glow of light which often 
spreads itself over the whole “night-side” of the planet. 

{t is well] known that Venus shows phases like our moon, but one can 
often see by the help of the telescope also that part of the planet which is 
not receiving the direct light from the Sun. Instead of being covered 
with darkness the “night-side” is seen to be lit up as with an ash colored 
twilight. 

Something similar is the case with the moon, but here the explanation 
is easy: the reflected light of the earth drives away the dense darkness 
from our satellite's “night-side;” but this reason can not explain the 
mystic light on Venus. It is true that the earth must shine with greater 
lustre than any other star on the sky of Venus, but to bring the dark‘side 
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of that planet out of its shade and make it visible is undoubtedly more 
than the earth’s light is able to do. 

If Venus had a moon we could assume that this was the cause, but as 
zealously as the astronomers have searched the sky in the neighborhood 
of this planet they have not succeeded in discovering any Venus-satellite. 
The mysterious twilight luminosity must therefore have another cause 
and several astronomers, among these Bessel and Wilhelm Meyer, have 
put forth the hypothesis that the cause is something like the phenomenon 
of Northern lights with us, which shoot forth their light-waves from pole 
to pole through the upper strata of the atmosphere on Venus which, of 
course, is nearest to us. 

As a proof that this hypothesis is the correct one, it is stated that the 
ash-colored light on the “night-side” of Venus is intermittent. At times 
it is entirely lost and at other times it can be observed even in telescopes 
of small power. Further itis said that the Northern lights are more 
prominent here on the earth, when this ash-colored light is seen on Venus, 
and this it is claimed has been proved by a long series of observations. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Walter Q. Gresham, the Secretary of State in President Cleveland’s cabinet died at 
Washington on the morning of May 28. 


It has been found that a veil of cirrus clouds absorbs as much as 30 per cent. of the 
sun’s rays, while a slight fog, equally diffused in all directions, may intercept from 58 to 
92 per cent. of the solar rays that would be transmitted with a clear sky. 

A Persian explorer reports that having carefully examined the valley where David 
crushed the Philistines, he finds the Bible account of the battle extremely accurate; 
David's tactics show the highest military capacity, and were like those of Frederick the 
Great at Mollwitz and of Napoleon at Austerlitz. 


The District of Columbia, or at Jeast anumber of people in it, are considerably exer- 
cised at present over the decision of the Court of Appeals, holding that the Edmunds act 
applies to the District of Columbia as well as to Utah. Several arrests have been already 
made for unlawful cohahitation and the parties punished. It is likely that |jsome sensa- 
tional charges will be made in a few days. Deserted wives whose husbands are living 
with other females will now have some redress other than in the divorce courts, and it is 
said that several such persons have already made inquiries concerning the provisions of the 
law. A case tried in Judge Kimball’s court gave due notice to persons liable under the 
provisions of the act, so the prosecuting officer says, and all cases brought to the attention 
of the authorities will be prosecuted. 


John A. Peterson, a resident of Baiting Hollow, Long Island, U.S. A., while excavat- 
ing for a cistern on the premises of George H. Wells on May 7, found an old iron 
box containing a quantity of gold and silver coins. The place where the box was found 
was an old ditch which probably was made more than a century ago. The box was about 
5 by 7 inches and 2 inches high. Peterson declines to say how much the box contained. 
Many theoriés are advauced as to how the box of treasure was left there. The fact that 
it was found only a short distance from.the Sound shore gives rise to the belief that it is 
part of the plunder hidden by Captain Kidd on the shores of Long Island. Others think 
that it was placed there by the British Army, which stopped at Baiting Hollow in the 
War of 1812 to feed their horses, using the church as a stable. Many farmers visited the 
place afterwards and dug up the earth in many places in the hope of finding more gold. 
They were disappointed, however, although many of them expressed their intention of 
renewing the search. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, MAY 30, 1895. 


“MESSAGES FROM THE UNSEEN.” 


Unper the above heading a Liverpool paper of May 27, 1895, contained 
the report of a lecture delivered on the Saturday evening previous, by 
Mrs. Annie Besant on “The value of messages from the unseen.” Among 
other things the lady is credited with saying to her audience “that 
messages from the unseen might be good, bad, or indifferent. Their 
value was in what they contained, not in the method in which they came; 
* * * a great many messages from the unseen were prac- 
tically worthless and they must use their intelligence to select the good, 
and reject the evil.” 

All the Christian sects and the members of many other religions believe 
that revelations have been given at some period of the world’s history. 
They all know the utter impossibility of finding out anything concerning 
the unseen world and a future state of existence unless the knowledge be 
communicated in some manner beyond the ordinary methods of gaining it. 

Nor is the necessity of revelation denied, except as totime. It is con- 
ceded that the instructions which the ancient prophets received were of 
great worth to them and their generations; and that many of them are 
applicable to our own day. All Christians agree that if there had been 
no revelation from God at any time, man would now be as ignorant of the 
plan of salvation as the most untutored savage. 

God has seen fit at various times to make Himself known. His faithful 
children have been permitted to comprehend a small portion of His designs 
concerning the salvation of the human race. His communications have 
always been positive and definite, accompanied by a promise of blessings 
if accepted, or of severe punishments if rejected. “Thus saith the Lord” 
is full of significance to mankind when uttered by one of His authorized 
servants. And it is very seldom that an impostor has used that intro- 
duction to his pretended revelations. 

What a contrast to this is shown by the statements above quoted. Mrs. 
Besant claims to have received messages from the unseen, but she herself 
admits that they may be “good, bad, or indifferent.” No one would con- 
sider himself bound even to listen to the good coming from such a source. 
The admission that “a great many messages from the unseen were prac- 
tically worthless” at once stamps them as not coming from (od, and, 
therefore, all others coming through the same channel as these must be 
dangerous. Satan never gives any truth but for the purpose of deceiving. 
He is willing to affirm any number of truths if by so doing he can per- 
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suade people to believe one soul-destroying falsehood. What matters 
it to him how much men may know of truth if he can enlist them in his 
service? 

There are numerous instances to which reference might be made to show 
that God requires His children to exercise their faith in Him and at times 
act in a manner contrary to what their own wisdom would teach them. 
They have always found out by experience, however, that He knew best, 
and thereby their faith has been strengthened. Experiences of faithful 
Elders in preaching the Gospel are all confirmatory of this. 

President Woodruff relates the following: “In 1848, after my return 
to Winter Quarters from our pioneer journey, I was appointed by the 
Presidency of the Church to take my family and go to Boston to gather 
up the remnant of the Latter-day Saints and lead them to the valleys of 
the mountains. While on my way east I put my carriage into the yard of 
one of the brethren in Indiana, and Brother Orson Hyde set his wagon 
by the side of mine, and not more than two feet from it. Dominicus 
Carter, of Provo, and my wife and four children were with me. My wife, 
one child and I went to bed in the carriage, the rest sleeping in the house. 


I had been in bed but a short time when a voice said to me: ‘Get up, and ~ 


move your carriage.’ It was not thunder, lightning or an earthquake, but 
the still, small voice of the Spirit of God—the Holy Ghost. I told my 
wife I must get up and move my carriage. She asked: ‘What for?’ I 
told her I did not know, only the Spirit told me todo it. I got up and 
moved my carriage several rods, and set it by the side of the house. As 
I was returning to bed the same Spirit said to me, ‘Go and move your 
mules away from that oak tree,’ which was about one hundred yards 
north of our carriage. I moved them toa young hickory grove and tied 
them up. I then went to bed. In thirty minutes a whirlwind caught the 
tree to which my mules had been fastened, broke it off near the ground, 
and carried it one hundred yards, sweeping away two fences in its course, 
and Jaid it prostrate through that yard where my carriage stood, and the 
top limbs hit my carriage as it was. In the morning I measured the 
trunk of the tree, which fell where my carriage had stood, and [ found it 
to be five feet in diameter. It came within a foot of Brother Hyde’s 
wagon, but did not touch it. Thus, by obeying the revelation of the 
Spirit of God to me I saved my life and the lives of my wife and child, as 
well as my animals.” 

Had the promptings been such that he must “select the good and 
reject the evil,” he would have known positively that such did not come 
from the Lord. Fortunately for him and others of God’s servants they had 
the “more sure word of prophecy” and it did not leave them in doubt. 
Because they trusted in the Holy Ghost to lead them, the value of its 
teachings was “in the method in which they came” as well as in “what 
they contained.” 

The only safe rule for man’s guidance is that laid down from the crea- 
tion, namely to trust only in the teachings of those who “speak as the 
oracles of God.” Outside this everything in regard to salvation is “prac- 
tically worthless ;” within it there is no possibility of having to “reject 


{ 

? 


346 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


the bad.” Only those can understand this who are enlightened by the 
Holy Ghost, and this can not be obtained except in the manner prescribed 
by the Almighty. Whatever others may do the Saints dare not trust in 
their own ability to distinguish between the “good, bad, or indifferent” 
messages given by uninspired men or women, or worse still, those inspired 
from the evil one. B. 


Re following named Elders have been honorably released 
to return home June 6, 1895: 

Orson P. Hoggan, Traveling Elder in the Scottish Conference ; 

George Thomas, Traveling Elder in the Welsh Conference. 


PRAYER AND NECESSITY. 


THERE are very many people who believe that prayer to God is not 
necessary ; that is, that God will not answer prayer; that if He knows 
the wants of His children He will supply them according to His good 
pleasure, and not because people pray to Him. Some of those who enter- 
tain this view will tell you that the only good result of prayers is that 
they benefit those who offer them by increasing reverence and keeping 
God in mind. They argue that it matters not whether men pray to God 
or not, they acknowledge Him as the Giver of all things, and that He will 
supply all their wants; but there is no use in praying for what you want. 
No doubt this belief is very popular even among many who call them- 
selves Christians. We hope, however, that no Latter-day Saint entertains 
this view. It would be like a denial in our minds that God desires little 
children to pray unto Him, that He will listen to them and will answer 
their prayers when they pray unto Him, that He is their Father in 
Heaven and knows their wants, and will and does supply them. 

The men and the women who do not pray to Him are of course pro- 
tected and preserved by God; they are fed, clothed and furnished by His 
bounty; He sends His rain upon the just and the unjust, and even those 
who blaspheme and deny His goodness and mercies, and those who even 
deny His existence, receive kindnesses at His hands. All this does not 
cause Him to withdraw His care entirely from them, and it is this mercy 
and compassion which the Lord has for His children that causes many of 
them to think that there is no God. They see the wicked enjoying every 
blessing, and, reasoning as poor, human, ignorant beings are apt to do 
they say: “There can be no God or if there be a God it is no use to pray 
to Him, because, see those people who do pray to Him; do they fare any 
better than those who do not? Aren’t those who do not pray to Him 
prospered? Do they not have riches, and the good things of this life, just 
ss much as those who do pray to Him? What is the use of praying to 
Him, where there is no sign that anyone has been benefited by it?” In 
this way these people reason, and think their reasoning is sound. But 
they know not the thoughts of the Lord nor His purposes. They do not 
even know the thoughts and the feelings of those who serve Him and of 
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those who pray unto Him. They are incapable of judging any of these 
things. 

It is not wealth or seeming prosperity that is an evidence of God’s favor, 
any more than it is poverty or adversity that is the evidence of God’s 
displeasure. There are times when poverty and adversities are much 
greater blessings than wealth and prosperity—their effect upon the human 
character is better and more elevating. The poor man may have a foun- 
tain of joy within him that fills his soul with pure happiness and which 
the rich man may know nothing of. It isa very great mistake for man- 
kind to measure God’s goodness and mercies by their own standard. The 
man or the woman or the child who prays to God, and does so in sincerity, 
will receive blessings from Him that will fill the soul with unspeakable 
joy and happiness. If in poverty, it weighs lightly upon them, for they 
rejoice in it, knowing that God is their friend, and that He blesses them 
in the things which are best adapted for their future exaltation. 

Suppose mankind were to judge, as some do in this other case, concern- 
ing the Savior: He was the Son of God, He was one of the Godhead, at the 
time He came to this earth. The most exalted of beings, He descended 
below all things. He was born in a stable—think of it, what a lowly 
condition to be in! Who is there, speaking as mankind generally do, 
that would not feel ashamed of the poverty of his parents, if he had to 
say he was born in a stable, and that his cradle was a manger, a place for 
horses and cows? What could be more lowly than this, and what could 
be more humble than a refuge in a stable? 

Now, what greater evidence can the Lord give His children that poverty 
is not so bad a condition, than in allowing His only Son to be born under 
such surroundings as He was? If we were to judge from men’s standard, 
the Savior ought to have been born in the richest palace on earth, sur- 
rounded by troops of servants, and with all the splendor possible for 
mortals to obtain. But not so. Earthly riches could not contribute to His 
glory, they could not add to His greatness nor add to his advantages. Is 
not this a lesson that should be remembered by all of mankind? Shall we 
measure the goodness of God by the wealth that men enjoy? Todo this 
would be a great mistake, and it would be a great injustice to God and 
ourselves. Jesus should be our example. He taught His disciples and all 
who listened to Him to pray. He did so Himself. If there is anyone, 
who, after studying His life and the sacrifices that He made, thinks that 
it is not necessary to pray to Him, Jesus, our Savior, our Redeemer and 
our God, that person is making a great mistake which he or she will have 
to suffer for. It might be thought by many that it was not necessary for 
Jesus to pray. But no; He constantly prayed to His Father, He humbled 
Himself before Him; He sought His blessing and His aid; He went into 
solitary places and alone, and on mountain heights, and spent nights in 
prayer to His Father in heaven. Did not His Father know what He 
wanted? Certainly He did, just as He knows what all His children want; 
but that did not prevent the Savior from praying. I[t was His duty to 
pray, and to exercise faith; to ask for, and through faith to obtain bless- 
ings from His Father. So it is with us. We should pray constantly. 
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When we do not pray with our voices, we should pray in our hearts and 
should humble ourselves constantly before the Lord, and plead with Him 
for assistance, and for guidance in the right way of life. We should ever 
pray to Him to give unto us His Holy Spirit, so that it will help us and 
warn us of dangers, and that we may always feel that His influence is 
around us every day. He has shown the Latter-day Saints the right way 
to live in order to enjoy the blessings which He has promised to His 
children if they are faithful to Him and keep His commandments.— 
Juvenile Instructor. 


MARTIN LUTHER. 


It is claimed by some that great men are entirely the creatures of circum- 
stances, and that had they lived in a different age or locality they would 
not have become the important historical characters which they did. 
Carlyle goes to the other extreme and argues that a great man would have 
become great regardless of the time or the country in which he lived. 
Whichever of these theories be true, it is certain that many men stand 
apart from their fellows and tower above them like giants, in intellect, in 
courage, or in some trait that distinguishes them from their associates. 

It is doubtless true that circumstances create occasions for great men to 
exercise their powers for the benefit of the world. It may be true that 
these same men would have become influential in the world even if they 
had been born under the conditions which they strove to bring about. 

Martin Luther gave promise, before the Keformation was ever thought 
of, that he would attain an eminence not reached by ordinary mortals. 
His birth was very lowly, the father being a poor miner who found it 
extremely difficult to provide a comfortable living for his family. Not- 
withstanding this the boy was sent to school with the intention that he 
should study law. In youth he was possessed of a very timid disposition, 
and after studying for some time, he began to ponder on death and its 
mysteries, which decided him to forsake the profession chosen for him by 
his father, much to the latter’s disappointment, and to enter a monastery. 

Luther had been taught to lead an upright life, but he lived almost 
continually in fear and dread of the future even after entering the 
monastery. He there saw many things which grated on bis feelings, and 
says that he experienced no relief from the voluntary penances which 
were indulged in by his companions. In 1507, when he was 24 years old, 
he was ordained a priest in the Catholic Church and the next year he 
moved to the now famous Wittemberg, where he was soon recognized as 
one possessed of an extraordinary character. Then it was that the remark 
was made concerning him: “That monk will puzzle the doctors, and bring 
in a new doctrine.” 

He had been brought up comparatively free from the vices and 
corrupting influences usually found in large cities, and this no doubt 
contributed largely towards his taking the stand that he did regarding 
indulgences. At first he had no idea that the Pope shared in the profits 
arising from the sale of these, and his indignation was naturally aroused 
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when he saw that corrupt men were chosen to dispose of them simply 
because they were more successful than others in the work. He was so 
thoroughly convinced that the Pope was not a party to this business, that 
he went to Rome for the purpose of laying the matter before that digni- 
tary. Hecould obtain no satisfaction, and the trip to the Vatican revealed 
to him many other things which showed him the apostate condition of the 
Church of Rome. 

That a clear idea of the risk he ran in his opposition to that church may 
be obtained, it must be remembered that in his day almost everywhere 
heresy was looked upon as acapital offense. John Huss and Jerome of 
Prague had been burned before Luther’s time for teaching doctrines at 
variance with those of the Catholic Church, and the enemies of Wickliff in 
England had attempted to bring him to the stake fora similar offense. In 
many of the German provinces Luther wuuld have obtained no mercy, but 
in Saxony, through the influence of his patron and benefactor, Frederick 
the wise, he escaped punishment, and the movement which he inaugurated 
assumed such proportions that he was not interfered with. 

At the commencement of his opposition he did not intend to divide the 
Church. He thought if the Pope could understand the real situation, 
there would be an end to the sale of indulgences, or at least their disposal 
would be so regulated that a scandal would be avoided. What surprised 
him was the refusal of the Church to correct the practice and call to 
account those who had brought disgrace upon the Church by giving 
occasion for much irreverent jesting. 

Luther could not calmly witness the insolence of the man Tetzel, who 
was the most noted of the indulgence-dispensers in Saxony. The stady of 
the Scriptures had shown him that there was nothing in them which 
justified giving permission to sin. He thundered forth his opposition, 
from the Cathedra and the pulpit, and the quarrel between him and 
Tetzel became bitter and acrimonious. Others were drawn into it until 
the Pope heard of the commotion, and he was disposed at first to treat 
the matter as only a quarrel between two orders of the monks. He is 
credited with the remark: “Friar Martin is a man of genius, and I do 
not wish to have him disturbed.” It soon became evident, however, that 
the quarrel was more than a mere local affair; it was felt throughout 
all Germany. A legate was sent to Luther by the Pope, and, without 
attempting to justify the course of the indulgence-dealers, the repre- 
sentative demanded a full and complete retraction from Luther; but 
this the latter refused to make; the matter continued to grow in import- 
ance, for reports of it rapidly spread over all Europe. Another legate of 
milder disposition than the previous one was instructed to adjust the 
differences if possible, and this he partially succeeded in doing, in fact so 
nearly that Luther agreed to remain quiet on condition that his enemies 
would do likewise. They thought this a sign of his weakening and began 
to proclaim their victory, which brought him again to the front, and he 
was more vehement than ever in his denunciation. He affirmed his 
belief that the Pope had not the power nor the authority to remit sin, 
and refused to retract until this was proved to him by the Scriptures: a 
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papal bull was issued against him and he could now see the impossibility 
of a reconciliation. He went outside the gates of Wittemberg and in 
presence of a large crowd of people burned the document. This act put 
him outside the Church so far as he himself could do it. The excommuni- 
cation that followed was thus robbed of its intended dread; the only way 
now for the healing of the rupture was the destruction of one faction or 
the other. 

Luther was looked upon by many as a deliverer who had come to free 
them from the galling chains which had bound down the nations for so 
long. He now denounced the head of the Catholic Church as Anti-Christ 
in every particular. The followers of the Pope, on the contrary, thought 
that Martin Luther was the prince of heretics, and they could not rest 
contented so long as he escaped punishment. The two factions still 
regard him in those opposite lights. 

One of the many points for which Luther contended was the right to 
private interpretation of the Scriptures. The Protestant world has since 
builded on that idea until there is now no such thing as union possible 
among them. It was not long until some of Luther’s friends disagreed 
with him and a division was caused among them, and their feelings 
became as bitter against each other as previously against the Catholics. 
The theory was that if one man could put his own construction upon 
passages of Scripture, another could do likewise, and the result is the 
multiplied sects within Protestantism. 

The Catholics rejoiced to see quarrels arise among the dissenters, as it 
would give the mother church an opportunity after a while to crush both 
sides and thus put an end to the trouble which had been caused by the 
agitators. The dispute between Luther and the Swiss Reformer Zwingle, 
gave hopes to the Catholics that this opportunity was at hand, but both 
the German and the Swiss peacemakers tried to reconcile the contending 
parties. This could not be done entirely: stil] there was no clashing of 
arins nor threatening of such actions among them ; it required most of their 
attention to resist the attacks of the Catholics. 

.The stand which Luther took both on the occasion of his appearance 
before the diet at Worms and of his meeting with Zwingle showed the 
determined character of the man. On the first occasion it is said that he 
went into his room previous to appearing before the Emperor, and, with 
his hand on the Bible, took a solemn oath not to retract his utterances 
until convinced of his error by Scripture and reason. The dispute with 
Zwingle hinged mainly on the passage, “This is my body,” which the 
Savior made use of when instituting the Lord’s Supper. Luther held to 
the idea of transubstantiation, and that he might not be moved from his 
position he wrote those words before him in large characters. When 
argument failed him he would slowly turn to the inscription and read 
with all possible emphasis: “This is my body.” He even went so far as 
to say: “I reject reason, common sense, carnal arguments, and mathe- 
matical proofs. We have the Word of God; we must adore it, and per- 
form it.” Many of his friends were chagrined at his stubbornness, and he 
felt mortified when he discovered this. 
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The religious overturning that Luther instituted was one of the most 
important events in history. It has directly or indirectly been the cause 
of numerous wars and persecutions since his day; but it was a struggle 
for the rights of conscience, and as such has proved of inestimable value 
to mankind. To the Latter-day Saints it can only be regarded as one of 
the preparatory steps to the establishment of the Kingdom which the God 
of Heaven set up, and which is never to be destroyed nor left to other 
people. Martin Luther’s work was destined in the providence of the 
Almighty to arouse human thought and give to mankind the right to use 
their own agency in matters of worship. While perhaps not the Saint 
which his followers represent him to be, he is certainly not the monster 
which his enemies paint him; he was a great and good man so far as he 
understood the right, and he is justly reckoned among the heroes of the 
world. 

The Reformation became firmly established in his day. The last years 
of his life were spent in peace with no fear that he would be called upon 
to answer for his alleged heresy as did Huss. He died in 1546, at the age 
of 63. Though over three centuries have gone since then his memory still 
remains dear to the people of Northern Germany and Scandinavia. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

A party of hunters has been organized to search for a bear in Logan Canyon, which 
has been killing young cattle. 

George M. Ottinger has resigned his position as Adjutant General of the National 
Guards of Utah, and John Q. Cannon has been appointed in his place. 

Millard County has a population of 5,022; Fillmore the largest of twelve settlements | 
in the County leads with 1,071 inhabitants. The figures given are according to a recent 
enumeration. 


It is stated on reliable authority that a mammoth iron-manufactory will shortly be 
built in Ogden. The company behind the enterprise is possessed of an abundance of 
means, to make the undertaking successful. 

The Utah Power Company is the name of a new incorporation at Salt Lake City with 
a capital stock of one million dollars. It is the intention of the company to utilize the 
power of the water in Big Cottonwood Canyon, for running electric railways and for other 
purposes, 

A State Irrigation Association is to be organized, which is designed to have a sub- 
organization in each county, and also in as many of the cities and towns as can be induced 
to perfect an organisation. The officers in the different localities will give monthly 
reports on all subjects connected with irrigation, such as growing crops, rainfall, canals, 
ditches, etc., to the general secretary who will compile statistics and publish reports as 
often as necessary. 

The discovery of an abandoned shaft in Blacksmith Fork Canyon near Logan, has 
caused quite a sensation at that place. In early days there was a report current that 
before the settlement of Utah a very rich discovery had been made, but the work was 
stopped through the interference of the Indians. Only one of the prospectors escaped, 
and he gave no definite information as to the location of the mine. A thorough investi- 
gation of the late discovery will be made, and until that time the outcome can only be 
conjectured. The legend, however, has been revived. 
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